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BOOK REVIEWS 


drawn from the material at hand. In spite of the drawbacks, however, the 
book is one of the best that have appeared in years. It is well worth 
reading. Jelliffe. 

Arbeiten aus DEM Neurolqgischen Institute an der Weiner Uni- 
versitat. Herausgegvbcn von Prof. Dr. Heinrich Obersteiner. 
Band XIII. Franz Deutieke. Leipzig und Wien, 1906. 

Vol. 13 of Obersteiner’s Arbeiten comes with its usual rich collection 
of thorough and stimulating studies. We can but enumerate some of the 
more complete and noteworthy. Of the purely anatomical papers, E. 
Zuckerkandl contributes two extensive dissertations, one on the Anatomy 
of the Calcarine Fissure, and another upon the Gyrus Transitivus; M. 
Grossman has a study on the Intrabulbar Connections of the Trigeminus 
with the Vagus; E. Hidles one on the Sensory Roots of the Medulla, and 
P. Biach, a Study on the Comparative Anatomy of the Central Canal in 
Mammals. 

Of pathological studies there are Cvtological Changvs Observed in Puer¬ 
peral Eclampsia, by E. Poliak; Changes in the Spinal Ganglion Cells 
After Amputation of the Upper Extremities, by K. Orzcchowski; one or 
two on Senile Changes in the Brain, and an extensive study by Marburg 
on Hypertrophy, Hyperplasia, and Pseudohypertrophy of the Brain. 
The collection is thoroughly representative and praiseworthy. 

Jelliffe. 

Annual Retort of the Central State Hospital of Virginia (for the 
Insane). 

The old clinical classification is still maintained at this hospital, al¬ 
though the records arc said to he arranged after Kracpelin. The superin¬ 
tendent recommends that each year one of the medical staff be sent to 
some medical center for a month for instruction in the most modern prac¬ 
tice. lie also suggests joint meetings, once or twice a year, of directors, 
superintendents, assistant physicians and other officers of Virginia State' 
hospitals, at which papers should he presented and discussed. 

The Thirty-Third Annual Report of the Cincinnati Sanitarium. 

An epitome of the medical results of the year shows the total number 
treated during the past year to he 302. Of these, 88 were under treatment 
at the beginning of the year, and 214 were new admissions. The daily 
average for the year was 93.15. Eighty-one patients were discharged re¬ 
covered (37.37%) ; 73 as improved; 38 as unimproved. The mortality was 
18 (5.96%). The medical administration has heen strengthened by the 
addition of a pathologist and hematologist. A scries of research observa¬ 
tions on the relations of the Bacillus t’aralyticans of Robertson to paresis 
has been conducted in the clinical laboratory, and is made the subject 
of a separate illustrated paper accompanying the report proper. This re¬ 
search work is especially creditable to a private institution, which receives 
no State aid of any kind; and is an evidence of progressive methods, which 
merit the approval and continued confidence of the profession generally. 

Atwood (New York). 

Primer of Psychology and Mental Disease. C. B. Burr, M.D. Third 
Edition. F. A. Davis Co., Philadelphia, 1906. 

In every hospital for the insane there is a need of a book that will 
give the nurses and attendants an idea of the real state of such patients 
as they are thrown in contact with. It is only by means of understanding 
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the nature of a mental change that the persons intrusted to their care be¬ 
come interesting and subjects of their sympathy and thoughtfulness, and 
are not only interesting because they do and say curious things. 

Dr. Burr’s book fulfills these wants to a marked degree. His chapter 
on psychology is good; it is not perhaps based on principles which meet 
the approval of all psychologists, but that is not a possible task. 

The chapter on insanities is founded on the newer teaching, embraces 
dementia prtecox and manic depressions, insanities, etc. 

It is difficult in a small book to present such intricate diseases so as 
to be recognizable by nurses, but sufficient is given for developing their 
powers of observation and making them a valuable aid to the physician in 
studying the cases. 

The chapter on the management of cases is sufficient as an outline of 
what should be accomplished in conditions of alienation, and the author’s 
advice on the diplomacy of action with the insane is most creditable. 

S. D. Ludlum. 

Collecteo Studies on Immunity. By Professor Paul Ehrlich. Trans¬ 
lated by Dr. Charles Bolduan. Joint Wiley & Sons, 'New York. 

This neat volume of 586 pages, well printed and w'ell bound, contains 
the greater portion of the studies on immunity published in late years 
by Professor Ehrlich and his collaborators. They arc here made avail¬ 
able to the English reading public for the first time. 

As the leading worker in this singularly complex and intricate field— 
that of cellular metabolism—Ehrlich’s views constitute at the same time 
the foundation and the superstructure. His ideas, as is well known, have 
developed along chemical lines of thought, and in the study of the funda¬ 
mental biological phenomena the significance attached to chemical inter¬ 
pretations, rather than those founded on morphological considerations, is 
manifest. With this view modern science is in accord. 

The lectures and studies here presented are invaluable, and should find 
a place in every student’s library. To review them more in detail would 
be a work of supererogation. Howard (New York). 

Beitrag zu Lehre von den i'Sychischen Epidemien. Von W. Wyegandt. 
Carl Marhold, Halle a. S. 

In this short, practical monograph of too pages, Weygandt discusses 
some of the important and striking phases-of psychic infection. He first 
gives in considerable detail the life histories of a few carefully observed 
cases in which mental contagion was a prominent etiological factor. 
Using these few cases as illustrations he further elaborates his theme, and 
endeavors to show how such contagion may spread from simple foci, as 
outlined, to at first a few friends, and then to larger masses of people, and 
thus give rise to widespread epidemic conditions. That such widespread 
epidemics have been frequent in various communities the history of the 
middle agfcs amply verifies. Even in our own time, similar epidemics are 
not rare. 

A most interesting portion of the monograph deals with the interpreta¬ 
tion of the psychoses as seen in the histories studied. His second case he 
speaks of as one showing the signs, in classical fashion, of being 1 “possessed.” 
She would certainly have been in the middle ages an applicant for trial 
as a witch. In another, an involution or senile melancholia would have 
been interpreted in the same light. 

In speaking further of those mental disturbances which seem to bear 



